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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Foreign Policy of Woodrow Wilson. 1913-1917. By Edgar E. 
Robinson and Victor J. West. New York : The Macmillan Company. 
Pp. 411. $1.75. 

In Part I (pp. 1-157), beginning with the first administration 
of President Wilson, this book discusses first the foundations of 
his policy in the period immediately preceding the opening of the 
Great War and then devotes a chapter to each of the following 
topics : Principles in Practice, Maintenance of Neutrality, Freedom 
of the Seas, Preparation for Defence, Formulation of the Issue, 
War to Insure Peace, Leadership of Woodrow Wilson. "The 
paramount problems, the fundamental principles, the great de- 
cisions — these only have been given extended treatment." Part 
II (pp. 1 6 1- 1 75) furnishes a chronological list of "More Im- 
portant Events in American Foreign Relations" from March 11, 
1913, to August 27, 1917. Part III (pp. 179-41 1) presents 
in convenient form the more important addresses and public 
documents of President Wilson and his Secretaries of State in 
announcing and carrying forward his policy. In Part I frequent 
reference is made to these documents in illustration or in support 
of statements. 

Step by step, through reference to each of the President's 
public utterances, Mr. Wilson's policy towards Mexico, Central 
America, South America, and the belligerent nations of Europe 
is traced, and is shown to be, with few and justified exceptions, 
thoroughly consistent. As analyzed by the authors, his foreign 
policy has always been based on a supreme faith in democracy, 
justice and fair dealing between nations, on a belief in the equal- 
ity of nations and an unwillingness to interfere with the political 
life of another people (as seen in his treatment of Mexico), on 
the conviction that arbitration is the most desirable means of 
composing international disagreements and that war should not 
be resorted to until all other means of resolving differences 
between nations have been exhausted. And "the results of the 
Wilson policy themselves justify the policy. It was a result of 
that policy that the American people finally saw the imperative 
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necessity for their participation in the Great War. It was a 
result of that policy that the war, a European quarrel originating 
obscurely in petty dynastic ambition, in greedy economic rivalry, 
and in base national hatred, was transformed by the entrance 
of the United States into a world conflict with the united forces 
of democracy and international peace ranged squarely against 
autocracy and continued world struggle. It was a result of that 
policy that the United States, — not England, not France, not 
even new Russia, — became the leader, the bearer of the 'great 
light for the guidance of the nations,' in the magnificent new 
venture of democracy to league the peoples of the world together 
to serve the ends of peace and justice." 

The treatment is scholarly, clear, interesting, impartial. Great 
events affecting the future history of the world have followed one 
another with such bewildering rapidity that it has been difficult 
indeed for even the thoughtful, conscientious observer to judge 
adequately the various acts of the Wilson administration and 
to see them all as ordered parts of a consistent whole. The 
authors of this book have performed a real service in presenting 
so clear and compact an analysis of the causes leading the Presi- 
dent to carry us into the war. As a trustworthy guide to con- 
temporary history and politics the book ought to secure an 
immediate place in the colleges, high schools, and public libraries 
throughout the country. Certainly no one, except those too 
bitterly partisan or too intellectually small, can read this book 
without a keener appreciation of Mr. Wilson's moral character 
and broad statesmanship. 

The Danish West Indies Under Company Rule (1671-1754). By 
Waldemar Westergaard. New York : The Macmillan Company. 1917. 
Pp. xxiv-359. #2.50. 

This volume appeals to two interests. One is purely scholarly, 
in that it outlines with a wealth of detail a phase of European 
colonial policy in the West Indies. Its other interest is that of 
patriotic inquisitiveness ; for the Danish West Indies have 
recently come into the possession of the United States. 

Dr. Westergaard treats at length the various problems of 
Danish colonization, international politics, colonial government, 
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